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I.
The purpose of this study was to investigate the career plan of high school students in
order to find policy suggestions for career guidance. A survey was conducted on the
students' current major field of study, the reasons for choosing current major field of
study, plan after high school graduation. The sample of this study includes 11,082
students from 141 schools, 9,923 from general high schools and 1,159 from special high
schools. Students of vocational high schools were excluded in this study. The survey was
done by mail through July 5, to July 18, 2001.
II.
The variables related to high school students' current major field of study were
analyzed. More male than female students tended to be in the science and technology
field(Yi-kwa). Students in the science and technology field tended to be from lower
economic status, to have lower grades in language, English, and society, and their
mothers' education level was to be lower than for mothers of students in the liberal arts
field(Moon-kwa). The most salient reason for choosing the current field was the
consideration of their future job. Gender was not found to be a significant factor
affecting the choice of the current field.
RR 01-25
In the survey it was found that students in general were planing to enter university
after high school graduation. However, there exist some differences among groups of
students. Students from special high schools, for example, are more likely to plan for
higher education in the colleges and universities than students of regular general high
schools. Likewise, more students from larger cities than from remote areas, and more
students in the science and technology track than in the liberal arts track have plans for
pursuing college/university education. Female students with higher grades and lower
economic status were more likely than other groups to choose to enter community
colleges.
More students from larger cities than rural areas, students in the liberal arts than in th
science technology field, female than male, students from higher economic status than
from lower economic status, students whose parents had higher education level preferred
to study abroad. The most preferred period of studying abroad was while attending
college.
III.
Only 21 college majors covered the choices of more than half of the students. Gender
differences were apparent in major choices. The main reason for choosing a major was
its relevance to the occupation one wished to pursue. This tendency was stronger in the
male students in rural areas than the female students in urban areas. Most students
collected information on college admission through the internet, but they felt that
information was on-line.
Many students were receiving private education in order to prepare for college
entrance, and more students in large cities and with higher grades tended to receive
private education. Students in small cities with lower grades achieved certificates of job
qualification. Students in large cities and in the science and technology field showed
more tendency to participate in various competitions for recognition. Students in small
cities, from lower economic status, and with lower grades were more likely to give up
preparing for essay tests and interviews than other students.
IV.
The most widely preferred occupations for general high school students were
middle/high school teacher(13.3%), medical doctor(4.1%), public service personnel(3.3%),
businessman(2.9%), elementary school teacher(2.8%), computer programmer(2.8%),
architect(2.5%), interior designer(2.3%), and kindergarten teacher(2.3%). Notable about the
student's responses was a relatively strong wish to work as public service personnel. On
the other hand, IT related jobs were less preferred than expected. It was found that
students were influenced by television in their choice of future career.
On the whole, however, students showed relatively low level of awareness and concern
for their career plans and prospects.
There was a variation of desired occupations corresponding to the variation in the level
of the student's academic achievement.
Students showed relatively low level of awareness and concern for their future career.
In general, male students, students with higher academic records, and students from large
cities appear to have more concrete career plans than female students, students with
lower academic records, and students from remote rural areas.
Occupations that the students preferred were concentrated in the fields of education,
technology, medicine, business, art/design, cooking, and public service. Factors such as
gender, grades, type of school and parents' education level affect the student's choice of
future occupation.
V.
The survey results led to a number of suggestions to improve policies for fostering the
career planing of high school students.
- A variety of occupational information should be provided to the students in order
for them to make the right choices for their future.
- An organization that specializes in collecting, processing, and providing appropriate
information should support students in their search for information.
- The government should finally support the schools in smaller cities in order to
reduce the gap between schools in urban areas and rural areas.
- A system should be operated so that the students can share information needed in
choosing their study majors in college.
- An effort to maintain the basic educational process and reform the way of teaching
should be made not only in the middle/high schools, but also at the
college/university level.
- The government should systematically manage and provide various information to
the parents and students who wish to study abroad.
- Various programs should be developed and provided so that students can
systematically search for information on their prospective fields of occupation.
